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HAPPY NEW YEAR!   Another year has slipped by, and we welcome 2016 to Oak Park!  This is the month when the park 
generally fills to capacity, and we will be happy to see the last of our shareholders and seasonal renters arrive.   As we 
say goodbye to 2015, it seems fitting to recall some of the things that came to pass in that year. 
 
In February, we welcomed Darlene Burton, Steve Fair, and Jim Mauthe to our Board of Directors following a strong 
showing in the election held at the Annual Meeting.  At the BOD organizational meeting, the officers elected by the BOD 
were Bill Bauer, President, Steve Fair, Vice President, Darlene Burton, Secretary, and Kathy Fornell, Treasurer.  The new 
Board “hit the ground running” and has been busy ever since! 
 
As we began the current “season”, our October and December meetings had very full agendas and went quite smoothly.    
It is encouraging to note the high level of participation by ALL Directors at meetings of the current Board.   Of course 
most of the work of the Board is ongoing and occurs between the meetings, and this year was no exception.   The days 
are equally busy for our Maintenance Staff and our Office Manager.   
 
The largest project this year was the completion of Phase Two of the paving of the roads, and we also undertook the 
trimming and clearing of the beautiful oak trees for which Oak Park is named.   Our tremendous group of volunteers did a 
great job of maintaining and improving the stability of the seawall along the river bank, the Landscape Committee began 
the upgrade and improvements in Browne Park, and our Maintenance Staff has prepared the area into which the new 
Carolina Carport will be placed so that our Oak Park bus can be housed within the park.  This being Lee County, obtaining 
the necessary permits was not particularly quick or easy, and we are also affected by a backlog at the factory that 
manufactures the carport as well as a backlog of installations by the vendor.   We expect to see the carport in place in 
early to mid-January. 
 
The process of obtaining the Development Order for the seven acres was a long, drawn out affair, but we finally have it in 
hand and Director Gary Larsen is in the process of obtaining bids on the first phase of that work so we can provide 
shareholders with information regarding the potential cost of the project.   This is a project about which you’ll 
undoubtedly hear a great deal! 
 
Plans for the upcoming year include a review of the lighting in the park and the compound as it relates to the 
effectiveness of our security cameras, some annual maintenance on the seawall, obtaining bids and completing the 
paving of the last bit of Eboe street, and beginning the process of renovating the Maintenance building to provide a 
safer, more comfortable work area for our Maintenance Staff.  We are also closely monitoring our water and sewer 
usage to determine if we need to make any alterations to our systems or our policies in order to conserve one of our 
most valuable resources – water! 
 
(Continued) 
 

  

 

                Board of Directors 
                                      Message from the President            Bill Bauer, President  
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During the heavy mowing season, we added a part-time person two days a week, and will consider doing so again this 
year if the need arises.   
 
Our newly created Communications and Resident Relations Committee has proven to be a success and has already 
taken on new duties.   The newly instituted off-season conference call  “Park Chats” in May, June, July, and August, 
although not heavily attended, were appreciated by those who wished to keep up with the activities of the Board and 
the staff during the months when there are fewer shareholders in residence, and the Budget Committee worked 
tirelessly and presented a budget that calls for NO INCREASE in maintenance fees to shareholders.  The Legislative 
Committee, Architectural Committee, and Personnel Committee also continued to give many hours of volunteer time 
to maintain and improve Oak Park. 
 
At their December meeting, RAC filled the two open positions and the previously unfilled sixth position and welcomed 
Kathy Bauer, Cathy Mahan, and Kae Tienstra to join Tina Baldino, Mary Lou Linert, and Vicky Vauter on the RAC 
Council.   Their and our thanks to departing members Liz Ingram and Janet McCaskill for their many, many hours of 
hard work to provide us with great activities. 
 
We joined Alva, Inc. in December, and are now part of that organization that counts among its goals the monitoring of 
development of the Alva community.    Your Board, your staff, and you now have the opportunity to participate in, 
network with,  and learn from activities in three organizations whose mission is to maintain and improve the 
Southwest Florida lifestyle:  Alva, Inc., SWC-FLAROC, and OURROC-SWF. 
 
Your volunteer Board of Directors continues to work tirelessly on your behalf.   It has been a great year, and we look 
forward to a peaceful, happy, and productive New Year! 
 

  

VOLUNTEERS OF THE MONTH                Darlene Burton, Residents’ Relations Committee 

 
The volunteers for the month of January are Jerry & Ruth 
Blakley.  Jerry & Ruth have been in OP for many years and 
have always volunteered in many different activities over 
these years.  Just to name a few, Jerry was Commodore of 
the Yacht Club more than once, was and still is in charge of 
the Tuesday Men's Golf League and also Friday's couples, 
has for many years been "Head Master" of caroling 
Christmas Eve, makes sure the Christmas tree lights down 
by the river are displayed, takes great pride in decorating 
with Poinsettias by the Fountain with the help of Joe 
Geffre, Ruth & other volunteers. This is just a few of the 
ways Jerry has volunteered.  And for Ruth, she has knitted 
hats for the lamp posts, knitted little tiny hats for the 
seahorses by the fountain, for years has bought all the RAC 
supplies for the kitchen, has come up with interesting 
activities like "man" only pie baking contest with all 
proceeds going to the Landscaping committee, and so 
many other volunteer activities throughout the years.  Both 
of you deserve to be recognized as Volunteers of the 
Month.  Thank you both for your continued support of Oak 

Park. 

 

 



 

 

  

                  

                   THE PEOPLE OF OAK PARK 
 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
 
 
  1  Lori Nixon 
  5  Liz Ingram 
     Debbie Redman 
  6  Beth Ford 
  8  MB Doran 
  9  Bonnie Bowns 
  12 Betsy Larson 
  13 Dudder Baker 
  15 Dennis Geffre 
      Carl Niebour 
  17 Edie Hewitt 
       CJ Mathis 
  18 Howard Powell 
       Michael Brust 
  21 Jacqueline Tayman 
  22 Peggy Hole 
      Francis Everly  
  23 Gene Harris 
  24 Brenda Evans 
  26 Kathy Kelly 
      Janet McCaskill 
  28 Kevin O’Grady 
      Dottie Purvis 
  30 Ginny Miranda 
  31 Sam Gollwitzer 

      Jan Weaver 

HAPPY ANNIVERSAY 
 
 
  5  Dottie & Harry Purvis 
  12 Janet & James McCaskill 
  17 Betty & Jim Hutchinson 
  27 Cheri & Dudder Baker 
  30 Sylvia & Ed Kusiak  

 

POKER RUN!        
    
RAC will sponsor a golf  
cart poker run, followed  
by the Yacht Club Dogs  
& Brats. 
 

Wednesday, January 20th 
 
Time & details will be posted and sent in the OP 
news. 
 

 

 

 

CARDS 
 
BRIDGE       
1:30, every Tuesday in the Annex    
Questions, see Ann Manion , 11 Dill 
 
PINOCHLE 
1:00, every Wednesday in the Annex 
Questions, see Pauline Linert, 15 Cork 
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                    RAC  
                                                       Recreation/Activities Committee 
 
It’s been and festive holiday season at Oak Park with several celebrations and activities for the community. A jolly 

crew of residents and RAC members decorated the clubhouse and grounds in early December to get us all in the 

mood for good cheer. The lighting of the Christmas tree on December 3 really ushered in the season. On the 19th 

fourteen residents (including Bill Pouliot, our congenial bus driver) journeyed to the Broadway Palm Theater in Fort 

Myers to enjoy a buffet lunch and the performance of “Plaid Tidings.” The Christmas Potluck was a huge success and 

no one left hungry! 

Now it’s a New Year with new plans and activities. Kicking things off will the New Year’s Dance on December 31 

followed by the “Welcome Back and Welcome New Poolside Party” on January 6 from 2 to 4. Bring a light snack or 

favorite beverage and get acquainted with our new residents and re-acquainted with your Oak Park friends. The more 

the merrier! 

We’ve taken the holidays off from our Saturday morning Coffee Klatches and now we need hosts for the New Year. 

Please sign up at the clubhouse to take your turn. (We still need hosts for January 9!) Here are a few of the upcoming 

events, so save the dates! 

 The new RAC Council members will be installed at the Coffee Klatch / RAC meeting on January 16. New 

council members Kathy Bauer, Cathy Mahon, and Kae Tienstra will join Tina Baldino, Mary Lou Linert and 

Vicky Vauter. Liz Ingram and Janet McCaskill will continue to act as the “unpaid consultants” to help new 

members figure things out.  

 The Yacht Club Dog and Brats / RAC Poker Run will take place on Wednesday, January 20 Everyone is invited 

to participate. More details to come. 

 The next potluck dinner will be held on Thursday, January 28.  

 On February 5 at 1 p.m. a spokesperson from the Lee Memorial Health System will speak about healthy diets 

at the clubhouse. Keep an eye on the calendar for the next Lee Memorial speaker who will discuss the 

“Memory Bus.” 

 The RAC Auction will be held on February 6. Here’s the perfect opportunity to donate serviceable items you 

don’t need and help raise money for Oak Park. If you need a place to store your donations prior to the 

auction please contact any of the RAC council members. 

 
 

     

  

 

COMING SOON ! 
 
February 20th, Edison Ford Estates tour & lunch 
 
March 20th, Twins vs Yankees Game 
 
Details & sign-up sheets will be posted soon 

 
 
REMINDER 
Payment for Dog races must be turned in by January 24th.  Cash or 
check made out to RAC can be dropped off after Jan 6th to Dawn 
Cherney at 21 Ashe 
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BIBLE STUDY 
 
Thursdays: 
Flo Ginter’s, 6 Jute 
9:30am to 11:30am starting Jan 14th  
Beth Moore “Breaking Free” 
All are welcome! 
 
Saturdays: 
Ken DeWalt’s, 7 Jute 
9:30am (after coffee) starting Jan 9th  
He & Father David will have an interdenominational Bible Study 

All are welcome! 

 

LIBRARY 
 
WELCOME BACK 
 
We have many new titles in the Library from our Oak Park residents.   
The collection continues to fill the shelves.  Please remember that the  
library is a fiction only collection due to our limited space.  We all  
appreciate your contributions, please place them and your returns in  
the box by the door.  If you have magazines, please place them in the laundry.   
Books are loaned on the honor system. 
 
The puzzles are located in the Annex in the cabinets on the sink wall.  If you find some with 
missing pieces, please dispose of them (they’re easier to work if all the pieces are there). 
 
Lynda Downie 
Oak Park Librarian 

 

GARDEN CLUB 
 
The Alva Garden Club will hold their meeting on January 19th  
at the Alva Museum at 2:00pm. 
 
Our speaker will be Suzy Valentine on “Potted Plants”.   
This should appeal to all. 
 
Everyone welcome! 
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OPTICAL ILLUSION OR SNOW IN FLORIDA?? 
 
The following pictures were provided by Sue Nalley, taken from her window at 15 Basil, on 
November 26th.  The breezy conditions caused the first photo to look like snow. 

 
 

BEAN BAG WINNERS: 
Jerry Zellmer & Tina Baldino 

 

THANKS 
A crew of volunteers helped clean the kitchen & 
clubhouse recently.  Here’s proof: 

 

THE PARK IS EXPANDING 
Another pig was recently trapped behind Kelp.  This 
one took the advantage of her captivity to expand her 
family: 
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  TREE LIGHTING PARTY 
A festive event, enjoyed by all.  Each table participated by ‘decorating’ someone as a 
snowman.  Frank Roest was the lucky recipient of this get-up.  Thanks to Tom & 
Linda Splitt for providing these photos. 

 

 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY !! 
A group of Oak Park residents got together December 21st to celebrate Joan Haverkate’s 90th 
birthday.  But, they threw in 3 more birthday ‘boys’, Bob Haverkate, Jim Mauthe and James 
McCaskill. 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

BEAN BAG WINNERS: 
Jack Anderson & Bob Solarchick 
 

 

 

CHRISTMAS IN OAK PARK 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HAPPY and HEALTHY 
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