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Greetings to our friends and neighbors in Oak Park and points north!  We hope everyone had a great summer and that 
everyone is ready for another season of sunshine and good times!  It’s been a busy summer, as usual.  The rains came, the 

grass grew, and our maintenance men mowed and mowed.  We have moved along with a number of projects, and are 

ready to go into the fall season.   
 

It took a while, but our staff finally solved the pool chemical issue with Lee County.   We had a higher than acceptable 
amount of one chemical in the pool, and the men partially drained it a couple of times, replaced a pump, and got everything 

in order for the final inspection by the Health Department.   We passed!   We also had a small problem with a broken valve 
that our maintenance men took care of.  

  

There was a surprise FULL PARK INSPECTION by the Health Department on September 10.  We not only passed, but, 
according to Patti, “overall, she indicated that we are much nicer than most parks - much better maintained, and with far 

fewer issues to write up.”  There were a few items that need to be corrected, but no major problems.  Patti has sent the 
necessary notifications to have the issues corrected. 

 

The Board approved the hiring of a part-time temporary maintenance person to help with maintenance in the park during 
the rainy/growing season.   His name is Brandon, and he is working two days per week.   Please say ”Hi” when you see him 

working around the park. 
 

The paving of the remaining roads and the repair of the paving on Jute and Kelp streets was completed in early September.  
This was the second phase of the project which was begun last year and gives us new roads throughout the park.   

 

We continue working with LIS Engineering on the “Seven Acres Project.”    We had an interesting time with this one, as 
some of the survey descriptions and drawings didn’t match!  The information we sent to our attorneys so that they could 

certify the title needed some updating, etc.   Becker and Poliakoff worked with LIS Engineering and our BOD to solve the 
inconsistencies.  At this writing, we have received the necessary survey updates, we think everything is in order, and LIS 

has re-submitted the necessary information to Lee County to move forward. 

 
The work our volunteers did on the seawall held up nicely, as expected.  There was some loss of rock in the two areas we 

expected to be problematic due to the absence of a “ledge” on which to build, but on the whole the wall settled and held as 
anticipated.   We need to do annual maintenance on the wall, and will undertake that project when we have sufficient 

manpower to safely complete it.   The need for maintenance in this area is ongoing and not unusual. 

 
As you may know from reading the Oak Park News, regrettably, again this summer we had problems with 

water/condensation causing damage to the ceiling tiles and the floor.   It was assumed that the cause was that the 
thermostats were being turned down too low.    We held off re-installing the thermostat lock boxes as long as we could, but 

since the turning down of the thermostats and the resulting damage occurred more than once, we had to put them back on. 
We realize that it is inconvenient for people who use the clubhouse to have to get a key from someone, but unfortunately 

we have no other way of controlling the damage to the ceiling and floor.   Since the lock boxes were re-installed, we have 

not had as much damage, but still have had some minor water (presumably condensation) damage to the ceiling and the 
carpeted area of the floor.   This has happened even though the thermostats are locked and the temperature is set at 78 

degrees. 
 

 

           Board of Directors 
                                      Message from the President            Bill Bauer, President 
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We have recommended that people who just want to come to the clubhouse to use the WiFi go to the Annex, instead.    It, 

too, is air conditioned, and the WiFi works in there as well. 
 

The new plantings in Browne Park did well over the summer, and that area looks great.  We expect that the Landscape 

Committee will have more ideas for that area and look forward to what they suggest. 
 

The installation of the Carolina Carport has not been completed.   Because we are a corporation and not a private residence, 
we needed to complete an application, get architectural drawings, meet with Lee County, get a permit, etc.    The drawings 

were done, and Vice President Steve Fair worked with LIS Engineering and the Carolina Carport vendor to complete this 
project.  LIS will get the permits, etc.  The latest information we have from LIS as of September 21 is that the draftsman is 

working on a site plan which shows the pertinent information required by the County (location, setbacks, adjacent 

structures, etc. 
 

We had five “Park Chats” over the summer.  While we did not have a lot of folks calling in, we did have some resident 
participation and those who dialed in were able to get updates on many projects and issues, ask questions, and enjoy 

talking to some friends, neighbors, and board members.   A summary of discussion items appeared in the OP News 

following each Park Chat.   We will continue with this idea and get feedback from the Communications and Resident 
Relations Committee regarding future plans. 

 
Our first “Doggie Waste Station” was installed in the marina area where a number of people walk their dogs.   The station 

provides bags for waste and a receptacle into which to place it.    Our staff then simply empties the station.  It has been 
used, and we will probably consider adding a couple more of these in other locations in the park.  

  

This summer, I contacted members of prior boards regarding the Board Resolution of 1998 requiring a written request from 
shareholders who wanted to speak at meetings, specifically trying to find out WHY the board in 1998 felt it necessary to put 

that in a Resolution.    I was able to go back as far as 1999.   According to one long-time resident, at that time, there 
existed in Oak Park a Home Owner’s Association as well as the Cooperative.   Meetings were a bit chaotic, as one might 

imagine.   One can deduce that the Board Resolution was written, at least in large part, to give better management of the 

meeting to the BOD. 
 

The shareholders of the co-op wanted to raise the rents, which they felt were too low.   The HOA members, spearheaded by 
the President of the HOA, were opposed to a rent increase.    They all agreed, however, to go to arbitration and abide by 

the decision of the arbitrator.    He raised the rents.    It became as cheap or cheaper to buy the share and pay the monthly 

fee, so most of the HOA folks bought shares, and the HOA disappeared.   This is according to our long-time 
resident.   Relative to other boards that followed, I spoke to a number of former Directors, all of whom noted that the 

board(s) on which they served never enforced that written requirement to speak either. 
 

Bottom line:  Even the Board that wrote and passed that Board Resolution never actually enforced it, but it remains part of 
our Rules and Regulations.   Selective enforcement apparently has a long and distinguished career in OP!!  No board 

following the board that wrote the resolution ever enforced it, either.   Nobody did until I decided to give it a try at just two 

meetings in response to the hue and cry of some very vocal residents that we should enforce ALL Oak Park Rules and 
Regulations.   Clearly, that was not well received by a number of residents– and with good reason given that no board, even 

the writers of it, ever paid any attention to the Resolution.  It’s obvious that not all shareholders really want us to enforce 
ALL rules and regulations.  I have decided that as Chairperson of the BOD meetings, beginning in October I will follow the 

precedent of all prior boards and selectively ignore the requirement to submit a written request to speak at meetings.  

   
We look forward to another great winter in Oak Park and to the return of our “snowbird” friends and neighbors.  You can be 

sure RAC, the Yacht Club, and others will provide us with a full schedule of fun activities!   
 
 

  



 

 

 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY                       HAPPY ANNIVERSARY 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

                    

                     THE PEOPLE OF OAK PARK 

 
 

NEW RESIDENTS 
 
Brian & Betty Ann Dolphin 
   7 Basil 
 
Mary Dunphy 
   1 Hay 
 
Norma Brewer 

   10 Grape 

 

1  Ken Jeznach 
3  Barb Hagelshaw 
4  Bill Glynn 
    Greg Clark 
    Jim Nelson 
5  William Gibbs 
7  Woody Ingram 
8  Suzy Holden 
    Karen Percha 
12 Joanna Clark 
13 Gene Courtney 
14 Tom Princinsky 
    Marion Ziomek 
    George MacDonald 
15 Roger Maynard 
16 Wrenie Jeznach 
     Pauline Gauthier 
17 Janet Bowman 
19 Mary Lou Ferencz 
    Alan Mathis 
    Norma Brewer 
21 Bobbi Jo Donahue 
23 Ruth Berry 
25 Beth Fair 
26 Glinda Brust 
30 Ali Adkins 
    Sue Vine 

4  Bernice & Richard Strobel 
6  Flo & Ken Ginter 
10 Delores & Ivan Bastien 
11 Joan & Bob Haverkate 
13 Shawn & Max Williamson 
18 Betsey & Gary Larson 
20 Bonnie & Gary Stoddard 
     Bobbi Jo & Ron Donahue 
23 Judy & Jerry Zellmer 
27 Margaret & Dick Gilbert 
 

 

 

 

 

IN MEMORIAM  
 
Char Richardson 
Irwin Berg 
 

 

FLU SHOTS 
 
The visiting nurses will no 
longer provide a flu vaccination  
clinic for Oak Park. 
 
Please be sure to check for other  

locations to  get your shots.  
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YACHT CLUB  
 
There will be a Yacht Club meeting on  
Wednesday, October 7th, at 9:00am in  
the Annex. 
 
Bring ideas for the upcoming season. 
 

Remember, we are still looking for a new Commodore! 

 

PICNIC ISLAND & DOLPHIN CRUISE 
 
On October 10th, we will be taking the  
bus to Cape Harbor to board a boat for 
a three hour cruise to Picnic Island.   
On the way, we will see dolphins and  
other sea life before docking and  
enjoying a delicious picnic lunch.  
 
Don’t forget to sign up in the clubhouse for this enjoyable day trip.  Must 

sign up by Sept 30th, and pay Mildred Spidle by October 4th. 

 

GARDEN CLUB 
 
The Alva Garden Club will hold their first meeting on  
Tuesday, Oct 20th at the Alva Museum.  Our speaker  
will be Wendy Sprague.  Will have much to talk about  
and bring you up to date. 
 

Please bring your $8.00 fee.  Everyone Welcome!  
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Thank you to Mildred Spidle, who provided the following SUMMER RAC ACTIVITIES report, and 

for taking the reins in keeping RAC running over the heat of the summer. 
 
Once more summer happened in Oak Park.  Temperatures went up and the snow birds left for their 
northern homes, but Oak Park didn’t stop having activities.  Pot luck dinners continued thanks to Emmy and 
Mel Spackey who hosted them during May, June & July.  Our August & September Pot Luck Dinners were 
combined and we held a Labor Day Indoor Picnic to substitute for our August & September dinners.  RAC 
provided sub sandwiches, drinks and cupcakes and everyone brought their favorite picnic dish to share.  It 
was a huge success attended by about 35 people. 
 
In addition to that Labor Day Indoor Picnic/Potluck dinner, we had several other activities throughout the 
summer. 
 
On May 30, in the morning Bill Pouliot organized a celebration of Memorial Day at the flagpole, using the 
celebratory rifles and white gloves donated by former resident Marge Ottgen and her daughter, Trish 
Pouliot.  Those participating were Bill Pouliot, Ramon & Maria Franco (friends of Bill Pouliot), Ray Gauthier, 
Jim Hutchison, Bob Miller, Carl Niebour, Larry Overbay and Mel Spackey.  Then at 4pm, we had a pool 
party/picnic.  RAC provided the hot dogs, buns, condiments, beer & soda and everyone brought a dish to 
share.  Over 60 people attended and everyone seemed to enjoy themselves. 
 
On June 17, 22 people took the Oak Park bus to Broadway Palms to see a musical comedy, Church 
Basement Ladies, and enjoy a delicious buffet lunch.  This episode of the show was as funny, or even 
funnier, than the others. 
 
July we had a trip planned to Fisherman’s Village to have dinner and stay for the Fourth of July Fireworks.  
However, shortly before that date, we learned that there was a lot of construction going on at Fisherman’s 
Village and we could not get dinner reservations.  So we quickly changed direction and Bill Pouliot and his 
Veterans presented a very stirring celebration once more at the Flagpole in the Marina.  Those participating 
were Bill Pouliot, Jim Hutchison, Mel Spackey, George MacDonald, Ramon & Mariette Franco, Carl Niebour, 
Bob Miller, Ray Gauthier and Trish Pouliot who supplied the music.  Afterwards, coffee and cake was served 
I the clubhouse.  We also served crackers, cheese and pepperoni donated by Gary and Bonnie Stoddard. 
 
On August 6, we had a pizza party in the Clubhouse.  We also had chips, beer and soda.  We had 37 people 
there and everyone had a good time. 
 
As mentioned earlier, on Labor Day, Sept 7th, we had an indoor picnic/pot luck dinner. 
 
We have a boat cruise to Picnic Island scheduled fort October 10th.  We will board the bus to go to Cape 
Harbor in Cape Coral where we will board a boat and head out over the Caloosahatchee River into the Bay 
where we will look for dolphins.  We will dock at Picnic Island where we will be served a delicious lunch.  
The First Mate will then go onto the island to search for sea life which he will put into a large bucket.  He 
will bring that bucket onto the boat and JR, the Captain, will show it to us and explain exactly what it is.  
Afterward, that sea life will be put back into the bay as it is illegal to keep those specimens. 
 
Of course, we will have our annual Halloween Trick or Treat at the Clubhouse on October 31st.  There will 
be a box in the clubhouse for donation of “treats” to give out to the little goblins and we will need people to 
bag the candy and set up and man the tables for Halloween.  We will also need people to decorate the 
clubhouse. 
 
We, who have manned RAC during the summer months, look forward to seeing RAC’s full crew here for the 
winter. 



 

 

 

  

HALLOWEEN DANCE 

 
Saturday, October 31st 

7:30pm – 10:30pm 

 

Music by Black Velvet Duo 

(new to Oak Park – You’ll enjoy them!) 
 

$5 at door, 

(free – if you’re in full costume!) 

BYOB & Snacks 
 

It will be spook-tacular!!!! 

 

 

 

VOLUNTEER OF THE MONTH 
                                                                  
Darlene Burton, Residents’ Relations 
Committee  
 
                                                

 

The volunteer of the month is Jan 
Liscum, 5 Ashe.  Jan has been taking 
care of the plants, shrubs, and flowers 
all summer, even though the 
temperature was in the 90's.  She also 
is taking care of the new trees and 
bushes in Browne Park.  Because of her 
dedication, Oak Park remains beautiful 
year-round.  So if you see Jan, give her 
a BIG THANK YOU. 
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SAVE THE DATE !! 

 

NAPLES DOG TRACK EVENT 

 

WHEN:  JANUARY 30, 2016 

 

DEPARTING TIME:  10:45AM 

RETURNING APPROX:   6:00PM 

 

COST: $20/PER PERSON 

Includes: All Day Clubhouse Access, Admission, Racing 

form, Lunch, Transportation 

 

Check or Cash (make check out to RAC). Sign-up sheet 

will be in clubhouse. 

Give to Dawn Cherney @ 21 Ashe no later than:  1/24/16 

(Sponsored by RAC) 

 

 

https://images.search.yahoo.com/images/view;_ylt=AwrB8pq6dwVWUmEAN1OJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTI0Y3RyZHE4BHNlYwNzcgRzbGsDaW1nBG9pZAM5NGY3YzY5MTRjOWYzZWNmYjY0MDkyMjdkNjdhMmU1ZgRncG9zAzEzNgRpdANiaW5n?.origin=&back=https://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p%3DGreyhound%2BRacing%26fr%3Dyfp-t-608-s%26nost%3D1%26tab%3Dorganic%26ri%3D136&w=1300&h=1064&imgurl=thumbs.dreamstime.com/z/greyhound-racing-5851874.jpg&rurl=http://www.dreamstime.com/stock-images-greyhound-racing-image5851874&size=114.6KB&name=<b>Greyhound+racing</b>&p=Greyhound+Racing&oid=94f7c6914c9f3ecfb6409227d67a2e5f&fr2=&fr=yfp-t-608-s&tt=<b>Greyhound+racing</b>&b=121&ni=96&no=136&ts=&tab=organic&sigr=124kaijf4&sigb=139ats8ft&sigi=11kec7hmh&sigt=10nmriabp&sign=10nmriabp&.crumb=dhDNQo45HfO&fr=yfp-t-608-s


 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

~ HORTICULTURAL / YARD WASTE PICKUP 
CHANGES ~ 

 
 
  
Due to the excessive time requirement demanded of the maintenance staff to constantly 
monitor for and pickup yard waste, the following schedule will become effective immediately 
to improve the time efficiency of our staff: 
  
Your yard waste will be picked up between 7:00am and 10:00am on your assigned 
day.  Please have your waste to the road before 7:00am on your assigned day. 
 
  
Please be certain that no material is longer than 4' as it will not fit in the dump cart trailer. 
 
 
  

MONDAY - All of Aloe 
 

TUESDAY - All of Ashe 
 

WEDNESDAY - River: Eboe & Erica, Basil, Cork 
 

THURSDAY - Dill, Elder, Fig, Grape 
 

FRIDAY - Hay, Ilex, Jute, Kelp 
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