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Your Board has been very busy this summer; and I would like to give a brief explanation of the projects that kept us so 
busy!  I will apologize ahead of time for the length of this message, but feel all that has occurred in your Park this 

summer would be of interest. 
 

The first of many is the Security System.  This issue has surfaced (usually over the summer) for several years; and, 

typically, was tabled for a later date.  It surfaced again this summer and your BOD decided it was time for action. Three 
bids were obtained, and the project was awarded to Innerlink Security & Sound (the same company who installed the 

clubhouse sound system).  For $7,404., a complete system was purchased; which includes 11 cameras (to monitor all 
exterior activities---in the Park, Marina, and Storage Compound); a 30-day recording system (video only); installation fee, 

and training.  Bill Pouliot (with the assistance of our maintenance crew & summer residents) took on the job of trenching, 
directional boring, conduit, and conduit placement saving the Park approximately $6,000.  The project is now complete.  

 

Another update involves the institution of background checks for all NEW occupants (defined as NEW buyers and NEW 
seasonal renters) that come into the Park after April 16, 2014.  As was explained at the April, 2014 monthly meeting, 

there is a long-standing Oak Park By-Law giving the right to conduct background checks on new residents---See By-Law 
20.2.4 SCREENING – “Every request for approval of a proposed sale, sublease, lease or other transfer, whether by gift, 

devise, inheritance or otherwise, shall be accompanied by an approval fee, per applicant, in the amount of $100.00….” 

 
Because seniors are high risk with regard to scams, break-ins, assaults, etc., parks such as ours need to protect 

themselves and their residents.  It was on this premise that your Board decided to implement the already-established by-
law.  As of April, 16, 2014, ALL NEW applicants---whether buying a unit & membership, or whether seasonal renters---

must have a background check conducted at their expense. Because this includes seasonal renters, it is the 

responsibility of the landlord to:  1)obtain the forms from the Office; 2)ensure the forms are satisfactorily completed 
(including $100, per applicant, for the background check);  3)ensure the return of said forms to the office prior to your 

tenants’ arrival in Oak Park.  Guests (defined as those visitors staying with an owner or seasonal renter for less than 30 
days/year) are not required to have a background check. 

 
The next topic is the Park’s five Legal Issues.  Those that have been resolved can be discussed; but others are still open 

cases, and will have little shareable detail.  

 
     The Coast-to-Coast (Oak Park’s insurance agency until June, 2013) legal saga continues.  The case was forwarded  

     from the Florida Dept. of Financial Services who conducted the initial investigation; to the Tallahassee Fraud Division  
     for a legal review.  It is still pending. 

 

     As of this writing, there is one pet issue that has been settled.  By a vote of 4 (Bauer, Fornell, Larson, Pouliot) to 3  
     (Ford, Graves, Ingram), the pet issue of 11 Grape was settled.  This vote was taken during a Closed Meeting with the  

     Park attorney on September 2, 2014.  The two, oversized dogs residing at 11 Grape will remain in Oak Park under the  
     “grandfathering clause” addressed at the April 16, 2014 monthly BOD meeting.  Another vote (also 4 to 3) allows,  

     under the “grandfathering clause”, the issuance of a membership certificate to the residents of 11 Grape; without the  
     need for an updated Occupancy Agreement or background check.  (A second pet issue is still pending.) 

 

 

                                BBooaarrdd  ooff  DDiirreeccttoorrss  
                                      Message from the President            Beth Ford, President 
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(Continued) 

 
      The lawsuit of Powers vs. Oak Park was settled in June.  The Park’s liability insurance covered all expenses. 

 
      A Lee County directed property tax sale had last-minute abatement. 

 

     According to Florida State Statutes, Oak Park is required to maintain a file for public inspection of all memberships in  
     the Corporation.  It is a copy of membership certificates (Corporate Documents) identifying each certificate  

     owner(s), date of purchase, and the date of registration with Lee County, for all of the 199 memberships. This file had  
     been seriously neglected; but in March, 2014, in an effort to update and comply with the State Statutes, the project  

     was begun.  During the updating, it was discovered that one membership had two separate certificates, issued to two  
     separate persons.  Because of a question regarding the origin of the extra certificate and the origin of the signatures  

     on the extra certificate, this information was turned over to Oak Park’s legal firm (Becker & Poliakoff) for clarification.   

     As of this writing, the issue is still pending. 
 

The next project update addresses the Compound/7acres and the access road & green buffer code violations from 
2008.  As most of you are aware, in April, 2014, Oak Park contracted the company of LIS Engineering to present a 

proposal to Lee County that would bring our Storage Compound up to code. As the current access road width is not 

enough to meet the zoning standards, the proposal will place a new access road going north on the 7-acres, making a left 
turn; and the entrance to the compound will be through its north gate.  (The current access road and gate on the south 

side of the compound, will not need repair; but will only be used to meet the coding requirements of 2 ingress/egress 
openings.)  The details of the required green buffer around the compound are still to be determined.  It is my hope that 

the work necessary to remove Oak Park from code violations will begin as soon as possible, but after the permits are 
received. 

 

The Road Repair project is next.  According to the Park By-Laws and the Florida Statutes, every Cooperative is 
required to fund for, and maintain a minimum of three reserves designated for Clubhouse roofing, Clubhouse painting, 

and the Park’s road system.  It is the fiduciary responsibility of every BOD to see to these issues.  From a request placed 
to the Park’s attorney of record, Oak Park received a letter last April stating there was no requirement for membership 

approval of such expenditures as long as there were sufficient funds available.  Membership approval is only required if 

borrowing money to finance any required repairs/restorations of existing assets. 
 

In March, 2013, the Roads Committee reported their findings to the BOD.  A copy of their report should be on file in the 
office.  In summary, it stated the following:  1)Present condition of roads is not good, but immediate work is not 

necessary;  2)Recommended start of the project should be in the next 2 or 3 years;  3)The water plant repair/restoration 

should have the highest priority;  4)Several approaches for the road repairs were researched by the committee.  Their 
recommendations are what the BOD is following;  5)The projected cost by the committee was in excess of $150,000.   

 
On July 8, 2014, a letter was received from one of the Roads Committee members stating “…the deterioration has 

accelerated faster than originally anticipated…recommend the street repair be made an urgent priority”.  In August, 2014, 
three bids (based on repairing ALL of the roads) were obtained from the following companies: PMI, LLC @ $184,338; 

Ajax Paving Industries of Florida, LLC @ $200,464.34; Bonness Inc.@ $217,951.11.   

 
Your BOD felt there was not enough money in the reserve account to do the entire Park.  Therefore, it will be done in two 

phases without the need for a special assessment or an increase in monthly assessments.  Phase 1 includes all streets 
except Basil, Pearl, Erica and Eboe, and is to be started shortly.  The bid was awarded to PMI at the cost of $130,900. 

(Also, see paragraph entitled Transfer of $130,000) 

 
The new Oak Park Bus update is next.  There has been concern voiced about the difficulty for some residents to access 

the bus.  An investigation was conducted to modify the entrance steps so as to accommodate those of us who might have 
difficulty maneuvering the three steps.  It was difficult to find a company that was licensed to do such a modification, but 

after some searching, the company called Movin’ on Mobility was located.  They would do the project for $2120.  The 
modifications have been completed. 

 

The Park’s 2014-2015 Workman’s Comp. (WC) Insurance policy was a long and difficult issue.  We were notified in June 
that the Park’s current WC policy would not be renewed as of September 1, 2014, due to a claim filed in August, 2013.  

Our insurance agent began a search, but found it very difficult to find another carrier; because of our high 
wage/experience/ratio percent calculation.  Because of this severe loss-ratio, no one wanted to cover us!  Our agent 

eventually located a carrier for us; but on August 22nd, that carrier backed out, giving Oak Park only 8 days (3 of which  



 

 

(Continued) 

 
were part of a holiday weekend) to find coverage.  Oak Park was forced into a high risk pool, resulting in our insurance 

premium doubling for a least the next couple of years and gradually decreasing over time barring any more 
claims.  These agencies that offer high-risk coverage, also demand “tons” of paperwork; which Patti worked very hard to 

supply in a timely fashion. There were many delays including:  a second round of paperwork & forms required by the 

carrier after their initial approval; the carrier’s insistence on having original copies with original signatures; overnight mail 
that was not delivered overnight; and solving the problem of cutting a premium payment check when the person who 

cuts the checks was on furlough.  BUT, I AM HAPPY TO REPORT THAT ALL IS WELL & OUR EMPLOYEES ARE BACK ON 
THE JOB!   

 
The next topic of discussion is a Transfer of $130,000 from our Operating Account to our Reserve Account.  At every 

annual meeting, the membership has overwhelmingly voted to roll-over any excess monies (created from under-

spending) within the operating account to the reserves.  At the same time, the membership has also voted to allow the 
spending of this roll-over toward non-scheduled expenses.    For the past three years, this transfer wasn’t necessary; and 

the money was placed in a Money Market CD within the Operating Account.  As of July, a transfer to the Reserve Account 
was completed, giving Oak Park the ability to do Phase 1 of our street repair project without the need to increase the 

monthly assessments, or impose a special assessment. 

 
Another update addresses the Perc Ponds.  In April & May of 2014, the perc ponds were drained and cleaned; as a 

result of a November, 2008, code violation notice from the Department of Environmental Protection.  When the work was 
completed, our maintenance crew fixed the dilapidated fencing surrounding the ponds, which included the vinyl privacy 

webbing.  Oak Park is finally in compliance with state guidelines, and very fortunate to have avoided some severe penalty 
fees.   

 

Lastly, is the issue of the Re-pricing of the Parks’ existing mortgage.  Over six months ago, a meeting with First Bank of 
Clewiston was suggested by our CPA firm (Nathan Stout CPA, PA).  In the CPA’s opinion, Oak Park was paying a interest 

rate (6%) too high for the current economy.  A meeting was scheduled in May to renegotiate the rate.  In attendance 
were the bank manager, our CPA, and two BOD members.  Our loan re-pricing includes reducing the interest rate from 

6% to 4.9%; resulting in over $1,000 monthly payment reduction. However, Oak Park will continue to make the same 

monthly payments (as was budgeted for 2014-2015); thus allowing the opportunity for an early pay-off of the mortgage 
by approximately one year!  The margin adjustment was reduced from 3.45% to 3.25%.  All other conditions of the loan 

remain in affect including the review scheduled for January 16, 2016.  
 

Should you have any questions or concerns as a result of this letter, PLEASE call me.  My contact numbers are in the 

directory. 
 

On a personal note, the migration south is beginning!!  I am looking forward to a year of cooperation & friendliness that 
is the foundation of Oak Park.  Hope you’ve all had a wonderful summer, and see you soon! 
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                                      TTHHEE  PPEEOOPPLLEE  OOFF  OOAAKK  PPAARRKK 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
 
 1  Ken Jeznach 
 3  Barb Hagelshaw 
 4  Bill Glynn 
    Jim Nelson 
 5  William Gibbs 
 7  Woody Ingram 
 8  Suzy Holden 
     Karen Percha 
 13 Marion Courtney 
 14 Tom Princinsky 
      Marion Ziomek 
      George Mac Donald 
 15 Roger Maynard 
 16 Wrennie Jeznach 
      Pauline Gauthier 
 17 Janet Bowman 
 19 Mary Lou Ferencz 
 21 Bobbi Jo Donahue 
 23 Ruth Berry 
 25 Beth Fair 
 26 Glinda Brust 
 30 Ali Adkins 
 
  
  

NEW RESIDENTS 
 
Greg & Joanna Clark 
   10 Ashe 
 
John & Debbie Redman 
   3 Aloe 
 
Jacqueline Tayman 
   4 Grape (moved in with Barb Fisher) 
 
Kathy Young 
   9 Aloe (moved in with Sue Gillmore) 
 
  

 

HAPPY ANNIVERSAY 
 
 4  Bernice & Richard Strobel 
 6  Flo & Ken Ginter 
 10 Kit & Gary Taylor 
      Delores & Ivan Bastien 
 11 Joan & Bob Haverkate 
 13 Shawn & Max Williamson 
 18 Betsey & Gary Larson 
 20 Bonnie & Gary Stoddard 
      Bobbi Jo & Ron Donahue 
 23 Judy & Jerry Zellmer 
 27 Margaret & Dick Gilbert 
 
 

 

IN MEMORIAM  
 
   Shirley Murphey 
   Charlie Allen 
   Jean Uriciolo 
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                    RAC  
                                                                        Liz Ingram, President 
 

 
RAC is looking for 8 - 10 veterans to participate in a flag raising/ dedication  
ceremony at the flagpole on Veterans Day, Nov 11th .  The flag is donated  
by Barb Hagleshaw in honor of Ken.  If you're willing to take part please  
contact Mildred Spidle or Liz Ingram.  A chicken dinner ($ 5 donation) and  
program by the Calendar Girls is planned for mid-day and a bean bag  
tournament for the afternoon.  Volunteers will be needed in all areas and  
sign-up sheets will be posted in the clubhouse at the end of October.     
 
Liz Ingram - RAC 
517-256-8768 
 
 

 

 

YACHT CLUB 
 (Bud Holden) 

 

Yacht Club Meeting,  
Tuesday October 7th,  
9:00 am in the Clubhouse. 

 

 

          
 

 
 

 

 
      

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

FLU CLINIC 
 (Irene Orr) 

 
Flu clinic will be held on 
Monday, October 13,  

2-4pm in the Annex. 

GHOSTLY GALA  

    DANCE 
 
 
Saturday, October 25th 
7:30pm – 10:30pm 
 
Music by Dick & Diane 
(new music to the park – help welcome them!) 
 
$5 at door - BYOB and snacks for your table. 
 
Catch the spirit!!  Costumes are encouraged!   
Prize will be awarded for best costume!! 

 
 

CALLING ALL BOWLERS !! 
 
 
 
League will be starting in  
Mid-November.  Teams  
will be forming soon!   
All skill levels welcome.   
 
Sign up sheet in clubhouse, or contact Judy 
Zellmer (262 853-5116). 
 
Don’t miss your chance to let the good times 
roll! 
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