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How time does fly!!  Seems I just finished last month’s message.  Tom & I have seen many residents starting to return to 
the Park.  Welcome Back! 

 
The latest Park activities: 

1. Gary Larson has accepted the lead on the 7acres/compound project.  Any questions should be directed to him. 

2. The Budget Committee will begin their meetings on November 4th @ 2:30pm in the Annex.  They will be meeting  
    every Tuesday after that until the budget is completed.  All Budget meetings are open to Corporation Members  

    only. 
3. During the October 29th monthly meeting, Oak Park is privileged to have a guest speaker from the Lee County  

    Sheriff’s office regarding safety issues for the Park. 
 

RUMOR CONTROL:   Before I begin, I want to thank those of you who took the initiative to ignore rumors and seek the 

facts regarding your concerns.  The following are questions (and my responses) asked of me since my arrival in Oak Park 
on October 6th.  

  
Q:  Why does the BOD think they have the authority to spend $130,900 on re-surfacing the roads in Oak 

Park without a vote of the membership? 

A:  This same question was asked last spring by a BOD member regarding the purchase of the bus replacement @ 
$40,000.  A legal interpretation of Article 13 of the By-Laws was sought from the Park attorneys at a cost of approx. 

$800.   A summary of that legal opinion was:  “a vote of the membership is not required for repair, restore, or 
replacement of existing assets; UNLESS a mortgage is required to do such work”.  As you may recall, the bus issue was 

discussed and approved last April at the monthly Board meeting. 

 
Q:  I can’t afford the $500/unit special assessment to pay for the road re-surfacing.  Why is it necessary?  

A:  There will be NO special assessment for the road re-surfacing.  As mentioned in the October Acorn News, Oak Park 
transferred $130,000. from an Operating Account CD to the Reserves; as authorized by the membership’s annual vote to 

rollover excess Operating revenue created from under spending.  $85,000 of this was allocated for road re-surfacing.  
Along with the money already in line item # 4930, Phase I of the road project is fully funded. 

 

Q:  Is it true that the BOD has, or will be, spending $265,000 since the April monthly meeting? 
A:  In September, a selected group of residents received a letter stating the above figure.  My request of the author of 

this letter is to provide a copy of his/her support documentation for this figure!  The actual invoiced figures (available in 
the Park Office) of the larger expenditures occurring this summer include:  the road re-surfacing @ $130,900; the security 

system @ $7712. + $1736. for trenching materials; Workers’ Comp. Insurance @ $10,085. ($5445/last year, plus 

$4640/rate increase for this year); unexpected legal expenses @ $9997 (through October); the cleaning of the Perc 
Ponds to remove Oak Park from DEP code violations @ $24,375 plus $1543. to replace the fencing around the perc 

ponds.  All totaled, this adds up to $186,348. 
 

Q:  Why did the BOD “drop the ball” in renewing the Park’s Workers’ Comp Insurance? 
A:  I will repeat the paragraph of explanation that was in the October Acorn News---Message from the President.  “The 
Park’s 2014-2015 Workman’s Comp. (WC) Insurance policy was a long and difficult issue.  We were notified in June that  
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                                      Message from the President            Beth Ford, President 
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the Park’s current WC policy would not be renewed as of September 1, 2014, due to a claim filed in August, 2013.  Our 
insurance agent began a search, but found it very difficult to find another carrier; because of our high 
wage/experience/ratio percent calculation.  Because of this severe loss-ratio, no one wanted to cover us!  Our agent 
eventually located a carrier for us; but on August 22nd, that carrier backed out, giving Oak Park only 8 days (3 of which 
were part of a holiday weekend) to find coverage.  Oak Park was forced into a high risk pool, resulting in our insurance 
premium doubling for at least the next couple of years and gradually decreasing over time barring any more 
claims.  These agencies that offer high-risk coverage, also demand “tons” of paperwork; which Patti worked very hard to 
supply in a timely fashion. There were many delays including:  a second round of paperwork & forms required by the 
carrier after their initial approval; the carrier’s insistence on having original copies with original signatures; overnight mail 
that was not delivered overnight; and solving the problem of cutting a premium payment check when the person who 
cuts the checks was on furlough.” 
 

Q:  Why did only three BOD sign the “To Shareholders and Friends” letter; and why was it not mailed to ALL 
shareholders? 

A:  Three weeks before some of you received a letter signed by only three BOD, I had drafted an informational letter to 
ALL members explaining the summer projects.  I shared it with the entire BOD, but three did not want it sent as written.  

I therefore withdrew it only to discover it had been plagiarized, inserted with inaccurate numbers and mailed out two 

weeks later without my (or the full BOD’s) knowledge.   If you want to see my original draft, just read the October Acorn 
News. 

 
Q:  Why are three BOD “…left out of BOD correspondence”?  

A:  All critical correspondence IS shared with all BOD, and I have the copies to back it up.  We all know that it’s no fun 
being part of the minority, and I believe some people are inclined to compensate by spinning their own, self-preserving 

version of events. 

 
Q:  Why aren’t there more fulltime residents on the BOD, so Bill Pouliot doesn’t have to work so hard?   

A:  If you remember, Oak Park had one full time resident, and one 9-month resident running for BOD election last 
February.  The voters chose two 4-month residents.  Being on the Board IS NOT AN EASY RESPONSIBILITY!!!  To be an 

effective/responsible Board member, you have to be willing to donate many, many hours to a thankless job---and many 

of those hours require physical presence in the Park.  For a myriad of reasons, many residents don’t want to (or can’t 
because of health) make this kind of commitment.  Oak Park is very fortunate that Bill Pouliot is a person who believes in 

doing the best job possible when accepting a responsibility.  As for more fulltime residents serving on the BOD, “boots on 
the ground” is always a great idea!  

 

 

GARDEN CLUB 
   (Nina Rigby) 

 
 
 
 
The Alva Garden Club will hold their meeting on 

Tuesday, November 18th at 2:00pm at the Alva 
Museum.   

 
Our speaker will be Master Gardener and Herbal 

Therapist – Dally Thomalinas.  Topic is “Roses 

for your Garden”. 
 

This will be be interesting.  Everyone is welcome! 
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
 

1 Ed Kusiak 
2 Mildred Spidle 
5   Jan Fowler 
6   John Kelly 
7   Janet Powers 
9   Pete Upchurch 
     Cheri Baker 
10 Sue Raney 
16 Max Williamson 
17 Pat Caton 
18 Ron Walker 
22 Darlene Burton 
24 Jean Maynard 
     Joe Geffre 
     Irma Gregory 
28 Doris Studer 
29 Florence Ritchie 

 
  
  

NEW RESIDENTS 
 
Deborah Kunik 
   1 Dill 
 
Doug & Sue Vine 
   2 Elder 
 
John & Lynda Forrester 
   8 Ashe 
 
Calvin & Marcia Parent 
   1 Grape 
 
  

 

HAPPY ANNIVERSAY 
 

2   Jean & Roger Maynard 
3   Carol & Bob Langer 
9   Jean & Stiles Gaffney 
10 Kris & Kim Skaro 
20 Marilyn & Ben Murphy  
22 Connie & Norm Flaxman 
24 Polly & Ray Gauthier 
     Marcia & Bob Wallace 
25 Janet & Ken Bowman 
28 Betty & Ed Wolos 

 

 

IN MEMORIAM  
 
   Bernie Bigos 

   Jessie Brenzil 
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                    RAC  
                                                                        Liz Ingram, President 
 

 
Veterans Day Program (November 11th): 
 
11:00 Flag Raising Ceremony by Oak Park Veterans & flag provided by Barb  
Hagelshaw in honor of Ken Hagelshaw.  Music by Alva Middle School Band. 
 
11:45 Picnic style lunch;  chicken, cole slaw, baked beans, ice tea, coffee, 
         Soda, BYOB 
 
12:30  Calendar Girls Veterans Day Program 
 
2:00  Bean Bag Tournament 
 
A $5 per person donation is requested to cover lunch and a donation to the Calendar Girls and also to the  
Alva Middle School.  Donations will be taken at the lunch line. 
 
Liz Ingram - RAC 
517-256-8768 
 
 

 
          

 
 

 

 
      

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

FEED THE HUNGRY  

    DANCE 
 
 
Saturday, November 22nd  
7:30pm – 10:30pm 
 
Music by Ali 
(new music to the park – help welcome her!) 
 
$5 at door - BYOB and snacks for your table. 
 
Money will be donated to local food pantry!  
Additional non-perishable items will be 
“thankfully” accepted!! 

 
 

CALLING ALL BOWLERS !! 
 
 
 
League will be starting on   
November 13th, 10:00am 
at All Star Lanes in North 
Ft Myers.   
 
Meeting with league rules & line-ups will be  
in the Clubhouse on Thursday, November  
6th at 10:00am.   
 

See you there! 
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HALLOWEEN AT OAK PARK: 
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